
Dear Friend of Child Evangelism Fellowship®, 
 My heart is full of thanksgiving and praise to our God and Savior. He has done and always does “exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think,  according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever” (Eph. 3:20). His work cannot be stopped. He promised:  “I will build 
my church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).  That promise certainly takes into account 
the Corona virus and every other obstacle our enemy puts in the way. 
 

 Our ministry this past summer was a “small ministry”, but His ministry nonetheless.  Zechariah wrote: “For who 
has despised the day of small things?” (Zech. 4:10). As God’s people stood around the completed foundation of the new 
temple being built in Jerusalem, they gave a great shout of joy for all that God was doing, but some of the old 
men...“wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid before their eyes” (Ezra 3:12). It was not 
nearly as large or as grand as Solomon’s temple. In that context, Zechariah exhorts the people not to despise the day of 
small things and neither should we. 
 

 Children were evangelized and taught the Word of God throughout every week this past summer. Some of those 
children came to know our Lord Jesus as their own Savior from sin. Jeanette Linsey is our Western Maine Director. She 
has been serving our Lord in CEF

®
 for over fifty years.  In one “small” 5-Day Club

®
 she taught this summer, every 

child present trusted our Lord Jesus as Savior. In all of her years of ministry,  that’s the first time she has seen that    
happen.  Who can tell what God is doing in this day of “small things”? 
 

 All over Maine our CEF staff and volunteers are planning and preparing for ministry to children. The Lord  
willing,  our Good News Club programs will be starting soon, not in schools, but in homes, churches, and other venues.  
The schools are closed to all outside activities but God is able to open other doors. 
 

 Our winter camps will be different and they will be smaller, but Lord willing we will be evangelizing and    
teaching boys and girls at Camp Good News

®
 and on Blueberry Mountain. I am encouraged by the hard work and     

creativity of our staff and volunteers from all “Around Maine”. 
 

 I am encouraged by and thankful for our CEF of Maine family. God has blessed us with prayer partners, donors, 
and volunteers. This Corona virus has not diminished His blessing upon our work. CEF of Maine has continued because 
of God’s faithfulness and the generosity of His people who give, go, and pray. 
 

 In April, our board unanimously voted not to participate in the government Payroll Protection Plan. Our giving 
has stayed strong. God’s people are generous, but we are in need financially. Without any summer camps and the     
cancellation of spring and fall retreats, our income has been substantially down. Due to a smaller ministry, our costs 
have also been lower, but our staff still need to be paid. We have a small reserve fund that we have been using to keep 
salaries current for our state office, our camp staff, and for some staff in other chapters which are struggling financially.  
God is faithful and He will meet our needs, but we could use your help at this time. Thank you for prayerfully          
considering this need. 
 

 One of those good things that has taken place due to this virus, is that we are becoming more efficient in the use 
of technology.  Every Wednesday we do a Facebook video where I share a five minute        
devotional from God’s Word. If you haven’t had an opportunity to take a look, I would       
encourage you to do so by liking our official Facebook page. We can be found by typing Child 
Evangelism Fellowship of Maine in your Facebook search bar. The primary purpose of that 
devotional is to encourage, challenge, and teach our CEF family. 
         
       ‘Til Every Child Knows, 
 
        
       John 
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It is the goal of CEF that every child have an opportunity to hear about Jesus and have a personal relationship 
with Him. For that reason we conduct ministries throughout the year. COVID-19 restrictions greatly decreased 
our summer outreach  but we are grateful for each child who heard the Gospel and each  person trained to 
share the Gospel. 

 

   16  5-Day Club Programs, 6 VBS’s and One Time Party Clubs  

300  Children attending 

  29  Decisions                                                                     

  65  Teens trained in “Mini” CYIA™ Programs                                                                                                                     

  10  College Bound young people assisted in conducting a virtual camp 

    2  Teaching Children Effectively courses were taught 

 
Summer Ministries Highlights from our local directors 

It is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that 

one of these little ones should perish.      ~Matthew 18:14 

Southern Maine      We travel a lot in CEF, and this summer was no exception. While not as much typical ministry was 

happening, it was  spread out across our entire chapter. Driving for several hours between  events meant that Andrew and I 
had a lot of time to talk about life and ministry. “How do you think 5-Day Club went today?”  “What did you hear that     
pastor trying to  communicate?” “What was something God has taught you this summer?” Those are a few of the questions 
we asked each other as we dove deeper into what God was doing in us and through us.  “Ministry” doesn’t always look like 
a scheduled event in a specific location; sometimes it’s a few pointed questions intended to build up a brother in Christ.  
--Kevin Lambertson   
 

Northern Maine    Summer ministry in Northern Maine was different this year, yet  full  of wonderful opportunities 

to minister to summer missionaries, teachers, and children.  We had the privilege of discipling two young  ladies  serving as 
summer missionaries; they grew greatly in their teaching and leadership skills.  We also partnered with Eastern Maine to 
offer the Teaching Children Effectively training course for eleven  dedicated teachers, six from Northern Maine and five 
from Eastern Maine.  We also conducted two training  classes for teens and several clubs in which fifty-four children heard 
the Gospel.  This summer was a reminder of God’s promise that when we trust Him completely, He will direct our path 
(Proverbs 3:5-6).  --Jennifer Frost 
 

Western Maine     What a lean summer this has been!  We have been hungry for time  to teach children.  However, 

we have seen the hand of the Lord at work.   We saw Him:  1) in one who rented a van to transport teens to our CYIA lite,  
2) stir CYIA students who were over the top in pursuit of developing Bible lessons, 3) work through teens to touch           
children’s hearts in VBS. 
 

There were 12 of the 52 children reached this summer who put their faith in Jesus.  These 52 children were reached in VBS, 
5 Day Club & Family Bible Time.    Four of these outreaches will continue as Good News Club Programs.  --Jeanette Linsey 
 

Central Maine    God is good at all times. Despite uncertainty this spring and throughout the summer, we were able 

to have a ministry with over two hundred children in multiple towns. Seventeen of these children made a first time         
profession of faith.  Beyond this, God allowed us to take extra time to train the summer missionaries and they in turn 
helped us with  multiple training sessions that saw thirty-five in attendance. We praise God for showing Himself faithful in 
these times. --Jonathan Ray 
 

Eastern Maine   Our hearts have been concerned that in order to truly "expand our borders" and effectively reach 

children, we have to help equip the local church. When COVID threatened to negatively impact our ability to reach children 
this summer,  the goal to reach many children through equipping hadn’t changed!  Two Teaching Children Effectively 1 
courses were held in Aroostook and  Washington County in June and July. Students from each course then brought the   
Gospel into corners of Maine we never could have reached. We rejoice as children came to know Christ as Savior through 
this outreach! The same ripple effect occurred as a result of local church and teen training conducted this summer. Only the 
Lord knows how far the ripples of the Gospel will go as a result of summer 2020!  --Jessie Lofton 



Even though we weren’t able to have volunteer staff,  
we had many individuals  and church groups come to do work projects.    

                  
       We’re rejoicing in: 

• The Inside of chapel painted 

• The Nature Hut renovated 

• The home of program director painted 

• The swimming pool fence stained 

    

The well house got a new roof. 

Nature Hut 

    

• The well house roof replaced  

• A new roof on girls longhouse built 

• The craft shop renovated  

• The meeting room in craft shop building renovated 

Our Girls Longhouse porch is protected with a new roof.                     

 “For the third consecutive year we were able to leave South      
Carolina and find our way to Camp Good News of Maine! This year was a 
particular challenge with the COVID  regulations that were put on travel 
but  we were able to take 30 people  to work at camp. We were able to 
roof the girls longhouse, paint the inside of the  chapel, paint a staff house, 
seal the inside of the craft barn, repair/replace what seemed to be 25,000 
screens, clean out walking paths and a few other projects that I have   
surely forgotten. It was a long week full of hard work, all for the glory of 
God. The greatest disappointment of the week was Uncle Roger striking 
out on showing a bunch of South Carolinians a real live Maine moose! 
Maybe next year...but I hear Mr. Romano never fails at this. Maybe a new 
tour guide is needed. 
 

           The best part about leading a team to CGN is that we initially leave thinking we are going to help them but after 
a couple of days, it is clear that we are on the receiving end of God's blessing just being there and serving. Our SC team 
was ministered to by all the staff at CGN and they had a tremendous impact on us. My favorite part is to hear members 
of our team continually comment on the heart of the staff and the passion they have for sharing Christ with campers. 
This year was different as we were able to see the  disappointment about not being able to do the very thing God has 
called them to do as they normally would.  We heard their heart, we saw their passion, we shared in their                    
disappointment, but together we praised God knowing that He is working even when we do not know how. When we 
leave CGN a part of us stays there. We are changed. We are burdened for souls. We are encouraged by the work God is 
doing. We are blessed by His servants. As a pastor, the crowning jewel of the trip is not about the work, we know if we 
didn't do it someone would. The true eternal impact comes from the lasting impact that CGN, its ministry and staff, 
have made on us. We are thankful and anxious to return. To God be the glory!”  --Jamie St. Ours, Senior Pastor 

Eco’s Hut is repainted and remodeled. 

Disappointments are sometimes “His” appointments. 

We were looking forward to having our 50th           

Anniversary celebration September 12 but with the 

restrictions and mandates given to us because of 

COVID we were not able. Lord willing we will be 

having our banquet next Fall.    

  ~Roger Labbe—Camp Director 

Winter Retreats  
 

Winter Blitz 1—January 8-10 

Winter Blitz 2— January  15-17 

Winter Blitz 3—January 22-24 

Winter Blitz 4—January 29-31 

Teen Retreat 1—February 5-7 

Teen Retreat 2—February 19-21 
 

Space will be limited—18 campers per retreat. 

Missions Team from Emmanuel Baptist Church,                    
Hartsville, SC 



                       Camp Good News 2020 -- A Virtual Camp 
 
   Number of Campers:  None on the grounds but many participated in our six weeks of   
                                         virtual camp.  
 

   Number of Volunteers:  None on the grounds but many participated in our virtual 
                        camp with their children.   Some of our Bible teachers & 
              camp pastors did filmed video sessions. 

 

     Number of campers & staff encouraged in their walk with the Lord: God knows 
but we are delighted  by comments we hear from folks around the state that “tuned in” every day.  One mother 
commented, “These are so fun to sing along with!  Thank you, on behalf of myself, and two children who are 
missing camp this summer.” 

             College Bound Testimonials 
 

“Working on College Bound this summer was by far the 
most rewarding thing I have ever done. I was  hesitant to 
commit to it since none of us really knew what it would look 
like, but I am so glad I did! Being able to connect with 
campers through the videos and devotionals we sent out,  
although it wasn’t how we thought we would be spending 
the summer, was so rewarding for all of us.”  
         -Emma Masse           

 

“This summer was a great opportunity to minister to children through virtual camp, whether it was accomplishing 
maintenance work, filming projects, or writing devotionals. I enjoyed working with the camp staff, and I am 
thankful to have witnessed their everyday faithfulness as a steadfast example to the College Bound group.” 
 

                 -Alex Spearin 

Thanks to our College Bound young people and our Camp Good News staff,  
seventy-seven videos were made available for campers and staff for six weeks 
this summer. Six of our camp pastors shared a short chapel message,  six of 
our Bible teachers shared a short Bible lesson and twelve other devotionals 
were put on to encourage campers and staff.  Each  week we heard of families 
singing our camp songs along with the Song Time videos.   There were twenty 
skill activity videos,  three adventure videos with Joel Jaguar  and many 
others.  If you didn’t get to see them this summer,  check out the Camp Good 
News YouTube channel. 

CAMP HAPPY TIMES! 
 

Camp Good News was the one thing the Foster and Holbrook kids were 
devastated  to miss this summer. So we enlisted the help of Jon and      
Sharon Nelson and Tamara Warren, other camp veterans, and decided to 
plan our own “Camp Happy Times” weekend, working in as many       
elements from the CGN experience as we could. We had Bible class, Rec 
time, Trading Post, crafts and activities like cookie decorating and    
woodworking, Mission Impossible, and even chapel with Mr. Romano 
and Pastor Val Vigue. We sang camp songs and had teepee talks by   
flashlight in our tents in the back yard, and when Taps played at bedtime 
all the kids were silent trying to earn a visit from Mr. Peepers. Rest hour 
wasn’t quite as smooth, but they tried. We all had a blast! Nothing can 
replace the real CGN, but this was a good place holder in this strange 
summer of COVID. We can’t wait for the real thing next summer!                                                               

                -Natasha Foster 



  
       Child Evangelism Fellowship® of Maine, Inc.                                                                

431 Campground Rd.                                                      

Livermore Falls, ME  04254 

      I would like to give a gift towards:                                                                                                                   

 Keeping salaries current $_____________________ 

 Where needed       $_____________________ 

         

Name________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ State __________ Zip __________ 

• Child Evangelism Fellowship® will make every effort to honor the contribution designation of the donor, yet contributions must 

be under the direction and control of CEF®. CEF has the discretion to determine how to best use contributions to carry out its 

functions and purposes. Such control of the funds by CEF is required to ensure the donor’s contributions satisfy requirements for 

tax-deductibility.  


